Dura-Europos 6 and Edessa 7 initially fell within the Parthian orbit, but changed hands in  during the campaign of Lucius Verus. Hatra only joined Rome in about , after the Parthians had been defeated by the Sasanians. 8 Unlike the other cities then, Hatra was connected to the Parthian Empire for most of its existence.
The view that central political powers had little influence on the culture of their subjects is at odds with recent studies on Romanisation that emphasise the role of indigenous elite groups in the process of Romanisation. This new approach resolves around the idea that the coming of Rome resulted, consciously or unconsciously, in a realignment of social relations. Roman culture is thought to have played an important part within this redirection. In order to establish and confirm their elevated social position, elite groups aligned their interests with those of Rome and forged a connection with the Roman rulers to become more like them. 9 One way of doing this was by adopting Roman cultural elements or incorporating Roman cultural elements into one's own culture. 10 Notably with respect to civic or public religion in the Roman Empire, it is frequently stressed that politics and religion were in fact two sides of the same coin. 11 Recent studies of various aspects of Palmyrene culture stress the impact of Roman rule on the local elite of Palmyra. Roman influences to a large extent determined Palmyra's public and religious architec-
